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Billy Ayres

Billy has created and directed more than 50 original plays, working in all kinds of ven-
ues, with all types of people, including in homeless shelters, community centers, and
many public and private schools. He has created and mastered a technique he uses
with children and adults called Improvisational Integrated Music & Drama (IIMD).
He has worked with many well-known artists, sung national commercials for T.V. and
radio, and performed cartoon voices internationally for the Fox TV network. Billy
holds a Masters Degree in Special Education and is a certified teacher.

Topics Include

« Improvisational Integrated Music & Drama
» Self-esteem Enhancement « Overcoming Adversity
+ College Workshops - Alternate Forms of Education
« Stress Management - Disability Awareness
« Staff Development Programs

Testimonial

“Over at the Adult Day Habilitation Program, we have been thunderstruck by one Billy Ayres. Billy is a professional
who decided a number of years ago to dedicate his life to working with the disabled. Billy has been a DayHab for
the past three months and has our clients singing, dancing, acting-you can’t believe it!!! The two hours Mr. Ayres

spend with our gang each week are easily the highlight of the adult program for both our clients and our staff. It is
truly heartwarming scuff and quite a few administrative staff can be found coincidentally taking their breaks at
DayHab during Billy’s working hours.”

Jack Shaw, The Hawthorne Foundation, Hawthorne, NY

Biography

Billy Ayres specializes in improvisational musical theater with
special needs children and adults. He has extensive experience
in his approach that integrates many methods and forms of
expression in theater arts: writing original plays and songs,
improvisational acting and performances, movement, comedy,
and mime. He is an artist-in-residence who has created, direct-
ed and performed more than fifty original musicals with spe-
cial needs children and adults, at the Northern Westchester
Center for the Arts, The Greenwich Youth Stage, Northern
Westchester Boces, Norwest, and for Ability Beyond
Disability, a rehabilitation facility where his work with traumat-
ic brain injury victims received high praise by the New York
Times. He conducts his wotkshops in a broad array of set-
tings, from the theater, to the classroom, to community home-
less shelters. His has received high acclaim in the Journal
News for his work at the Westchester Arts Council, and has
been funded by the National Endowment for the Arts.

Billy is a published songwriter who has sung many national
commercials for T.V. and radio, performing with Ben Vereen
and Michael Bolton. He is developing a series of children’s
books for special needs children and adults entitled “The
Tiger and the Butterfly,” and has published “How to Conduct
a Residency” for the Westchester Arts Council. He is a trained
percussionist and a self-taught pianist and guitarist. He has
created numerous cartoon voices for Fox 5's children’s televi-
sion show “Vampires” both nationally and internationally.

He is currently a staff writer for The Songs of Love founda-
tion, donating original songs for children with terminal illness.
He has been the host and emcee of “Very Special Arts,” a
showcase of special needs talent held at the Northern
Westchester Center for the Arts.
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